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REPORT

We kindly ask our WISH Recipients of the Community Career Investment to provide us with a report on their
studies abroad. Please share with us your experiences, photos, studies, as well as how you benefited from the
WISH FOUNDATION. Your feedback is important in order to evaluate the impact of WISH’s investment on your

career and future recipients.
2011 Year of Award

Name:(Family) |Bousbaine (First) Djenet Date 06/26/2013
Current Street Address
Postal Code City Country USA

Alternate Street Address

Postal Code City Country Switzerland
Email Address djenet.bousbaine@yale.edu No. Telephone

Email Address djienetb@mit.edu

EPFL Professor John McKinney

University Abroad Yale University

Prof. Abroad Jorge Galan

Title of Master’s Project Abroad Development of a systematic approach to identify E3 ubiquitin ligases substrates

Duration (mo/yr) 09/2011 to 08/2012

PLANNED OBIJECTIVES

Were you able to fulfill all your planned objectives? El Yes I:I No
If NO, how do you rate the success you did achieve with these? 1-5 (Best outcome =5)
Comment:

My main objectives were to learn as much “bench work” as possible as well as improving my English and live
an incredible experience. Therefore, | can say that my objectives have been totally fulfilled.
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How would you rate your overall cultural experience? 1-5 (Best outcome =5)
Comment:
Did the university abroad aide in the quality of your research? 1-5 (Best outcome = 5)
Comment:

Firstly, being in a good university such as Yale University especially in the department of Microbial
Pathogenesis attracts a lot of very good scientists. As an exchange student, | was therefore
surrounded by excellent scientists and professors. Secondly, the quality of the equipment and the
resources available were very helpful for my project. Finally, the organization of numerous talks,
seminars and retreats in the different departments provided me the chance to interact with more
people and learn about other fields.

Were you able to obtain funds from other sources? |:| Yes IE' No
Comment:

BUDGET

Amount Awarded 10'000 CHF Total cost of your studies. 24'000

2/5



EPFL-WISH FOUNDATION
Station 12, CH-1015 Lausanne

Tel: +41 21 693 42 23 EPFL.WISH
Fax: +41 21 693 29 35
www.epfl-wishfoundation.epfl.ch FOU N DATION

In 400 words or less, please share with us your overall achievements during your Master’s Project Abroad?
(Research, Lab Experience, etc.)

My master's project was carried out in a laboratory interested in host-pathogen interactions. The model used
in the laboratory is Salmonellae enterica which is a bacterium that causes severe diseases including
gastroenteritis as well as systemic diseases in humans. This bacterium has evolved highly
sophisticated mechanisms to manipulate its hosts through the action of specific effector proteins.
My project was to develop a robust method to identify the targets of a family of effectors. During
the year, | learned many exciting techniques and was supervised by different postdocs in the lab as
well as by my professor Jorge Galan. | was very lucky to be in a laboratory with very helpful and
collaborative people all having their own expertise. | also had the chance to interact with many
brilliant scientists within the department of microbial pathogenesis. Along the month, | acquired
more skills and was able to work independently on my project. | had an amazing time here at Yale,
doing exciting science, interacting with people from all over the world and discovering a new
country.

Please attach separately photos of you working in the lab, at your university, anything you would like to
share.
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What can you share with us about your cultural experience abroad?

Being myself from two different cultures, | am inclined to discover new culture habits and morals. In
order to really understand and live the “American culture”, | lived with two American roommates.
One was a graduate student in genetics and the other one a student at the divinity school at Yale
University. | had many discussions with them about the American culture as compared to the
Swiss/European one. Throughout this year | learned a lot about the American culture. Moreover,
being in a very cosmopolite institution, | also had the chance to interact with many people from
different countries. For instance, in the lab we have a total of 12 different nationalities and even
more within the department. Many events were organized such as for the Olympic Games opening
ceremony in which we could exchange about culture, food etc... (I have attached a picture of this
event).

Please attach separately some photos of your city, university, and colleagues.

How do you feel your association with the WISH Foundation had an overall impact on your studies & future
career?

The WISH foundation provided me the money required to do my master's project abroad at the prestigious
Yale University in one of the best (if not the best) host-pathogen interaction lab. Thanks to this experience my
future career plans have completely changed. | am currently pursuing my project as a postgraduate associate
and next fall | am starting my PhD in microbial science and engineering at MIT. This fellowship allowed me to
live a dream and will surely help me to obtain future positions. My association with the well recognized WISH
foundation is obviously an excellent element for my future applications.
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The WISH Foundation would like to know, what you are currently working on & your plans for the future?

| am currently a post graduate associate at Yale university continuing my Master's project.
Next fall, | am starting my PhD in microbial science and engineering at MIT. This experience
confirmed my dedication to research and | want to continue in this field as long as possible.

If you have already completed your Master’s Project Abroad, what is your plan to actively support other women in
their personal, professional and career development?

| believe that at my career stage the best | can do is to succeed first to show the example and prove to other
women that it is possible to thrive in science as a woman. There is still a bias against women in academia and
| believe that we should all contribute to change the mentalities.

Moreover, | would like to represent as well as possible Swiss education and research abroad. | would also like
to be involved in mentoring and networking program in the future. Finally, | would be glad to advice, help or
support Swiss women in any way (settling down, visa, contacting professors, etc..) or for Women from USA
going to Switzerland. Therefore, do not hesitate to contact me if | can be helpful in any way.

5/5



	Date: 06/26/2013
	Email Address: djenet.bousbaine@yale.edu
	Email Address_2: djenetb@mit.edu
	EPFL Professor: John McKinney
	Title of Masters Project Abroad: Development of a systematic approach to identify E3 ubiquitin ligases substrates
	Amount Awarded: 10'000 CHF
	Total Cost of your studies: 24'000
	Family Name: Bousbaine
	First Name: Djenet
	Telephone: 
	University Abroad: Yale University
	Professor Abroad: Jorge Galán
	mo / yr: 09/2011
	mo / yr  (End): 08/2012
	Master's Project Abroad: My master's project was carried out in a laboratory interested in host-pathogen interactions. The model used in the laboratory is Salmonellae enterica which is a bacterium that causes severe diseases including gastroenteritis as well as systemic diseases in humans. This bacterium has evolved highly sophisticated mechanisms to manipulate its hosts through the action of specific effector proteins. My project was to develop a robust method to identify the targets of a family of effectors. During the year, I learned many exciting techniques and was supervised by different postdocs in the lab as well as by my professor Jorge Galán. I was very lucky to be in a laboratory with very helpful and collaborative people all having their own expertise. I also had the chance to interact with many brilliant scientists within the department of microbial pathogenesis. Along the month, I acquired more skills and was able to work independently on my project. I had an amazing time here at Yale, doing exciting science, interacting with people from all over the world and discovering a new country. 
 
 
	WISH Foundation overall impact: The WISH foundation provided me the money required to do my master's project abroad at the prestigious Yale University in one of the best (if not the best) host-pathogen interaction lab. Thanks to this experience my future career plans have completely changed. I am currently pursuing my project as a postgraduate associate and next fall I am starting my PhD in microbial science and engineering at MIT. This fellowship allowed me to live a dream and will surely help me to obtain future positions. My association with the well recognized WISH foundation is obviously an excellent element for my future applications. 
 
	Current & Future Plans: I am currently a post graduate associate at Yale university continuing my Master's project. Next fall, I am starting my PhD in microbial science and engineering at MIT. This experience confirmed my dedication to research and I want to continue in this field as long as possible. 
 
	Cultural Experience Abroad: Being myself from two different cultures, I am inclined to discover new culture habits and morals. In order to really understand and live the “American culture”, I lived with two American roommates. One was a graduate student in genetics and the other one a student at the divinity school at Yale University. I had many discussions with them about the American culture as compared to the Swiss/European one. Throughout this year I learned a lot about the American culture. Moreover, being in a very cosmopolite institution, I also had the chance to interact with many people from different countries. For instance, in the lab we have a total of 12 different nationalities and even more within the department. Many events were organized such as for the Olympic Games opening ceremony in which we could exchange about culture, food etc… (I have attached a picture of this event).
 
	Support for Women: I believe that at my career stage the best I can do is to succeed first to show the example and prove to other women that it is possible to thrive in science as a woman. There is still a bias against women in academia and I believe that we should all contribute to change the mentalities. 
Moreover, I would like to represent as well as possible Swiss education and research abroad. I would also like to be involved in mentoring and networking program in the future. Finally, I would be glad to advice, help or support Swiss women in any way (settling down, visa, contacting professors, etc..) or for Women from USA going to Switzerland. Therefore, do not hesitate to contact me if I can be helpful in any way. 
 
	Rate Objectives: [ ]
	Research: Firstly, being in a good university such as Yale University especially in the department of Microbial Pathogenesis attracts a lot of very good scientists. As an exchange student, I was therefore surrounded by excellent scientists and professors. Secondly, the quality of the equipment and the resources available were very helpful for my project. Finally, the organization of numerous talks, seminars and retreats in the different departments provided me the chance to interact with more people and learn about other fields. 
	Rate Quality Exp: [5  ]
	Obj: Yes
	Obtain Funds: 
	Funds: No
	Planned Objectives: My main objectives were to learn as much “bench work” as possible as well as improving my English and live an incredible experience. Therefore, I can say that my objectives have been totally fulfilled. 
 
	Rate Exp: [5  ]
	Cultural Experience: 
	Current Street Address: 
	Alternate Street Address: 
	Postal Code: 
	City: 
	Country: USA
	Postal Code 2: 
	City 2: 
	Country 2: Switzerland
	Year: [2011]
	RESET: 
	SUBMIT: 


