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WISH COMMUNITY CAREER INVESTMENT
REPORT

We kindly ask our WISH Recipients of the Community Career Investment to provide us with a report on their
studies abroad. Please share with us your experiences, photos, studies, as well as how you benefited from the
WISH FOUNDATION. Your feedback is important in order to evaluate the impact of WISH’s investment on your
career and future recipients.
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PLANNED OBIJECTIVES

Were you able to fulfill all your planned objectives? I:l Yes No
If NO, how do you rate the success you did achieve with these? 1-5 (Best outcome =5)
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How would you rate your overall cultural experience?

Comment:

Did the university abroad aide in the quality of your research?

Comment:

Were you able to obtain funds from other sources?

Comment:

BUDGET

Amount Awarded Total cost of your studies.

2/5

crre WISH

FOUNDATION

1-5 (Best outcome =5)

1-5 (Best outcome = 5)

I:IYes No



EPFL-WISH FOUNDATION
Station 12, CH-1015 Lausanne

Tel: +41 21 693 42 23 EPFL.WISH
Fax: +41 21 693 29 35
www.epfl-wishfoundation.epfl.ch FOU N DATION

In 400 words or less, please share with us your overall achievements during your Master’s Project Abroad?
(Research, Lab Experience, etc.)

Please attach separately photos of you working in the lab, at your university, anything you would like to
share.
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What can you share with us about your cultural experience abroad?

Please attach separately some photos of your city, university, and colleagues.

How do you feel your association with the WISH Foundation had an overall impact on your studies & future

career?
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The WISH Foundation would like to know, what you are currently working on & your plans for the future?

If you have already completed your Master’s Project Abroad, what is your plan to actively support other women in

their personal, professional and career development?
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	Date: 17.08.2012
	Email Address: lada.georgieva@gmail.com
	Email Address_2: 
	EPFL Professor: Melody Swartz
	Title of Masters Project Abroad: 3D coculture model for Hepatitis C Virus in vitro infection
	Amount Awarded: 7000 CHF
	Total Cost of your studies: 17000 CHF for the stay
	Family Name: Georgieva
	First Name: Lada
	Telephone: 
	University Abroad: National University of Singapore
	Professor Abroad: Leo Hwa Liang
	mo / yr: 09/2010
	mo / yr  (End): 08/2011
	Master's Project Abroad: I was investigating ways to recreate the liver structure and function in vitro, with the idea to study Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) infection and replication. In fact, hepatocytes are very fragile cells and do not survive in a laboratory setting. We came up with a 3D coculture of liver cells and fibroblasts, which resumed main liver structures (basal and apical domains, interconnected bile caniculi) and liver-like gene expression. It also expressed correctly localized HCV entry markers.

Throughout this main project as well as other side projects, I became familiar with cell culture, confocal microscopy, immunostaining and RT-qPCR, and had experience with microfluidics.

My project was a collaboration between two labs, one small and one big. Both my professors (Leo Hwa Liang and Hanry Yu) there followed actively my progress and were always available when I needed additional guidance. I was exposed to a variety of research projects and techniques, which helped me shaping my scientific interests. Overall, both the guidance and the equipment needed to do great research were available.
	WISH Foundation overall impact: I am very thankful to the WISH foundation for their financial help and to Melody Swartz for her support and guidance. I have noticed that although women and men are said to be provided with the same opportunities, in academia and in industry key positions are mainly occupied by men. I believe that the WISH foundation is essential in making people aware of this and in supporting career choices that promote work at prestigeous places and thus go against the educated-housewife model. I would like to achieve a balance between career and family, but that does not mean working part-time at assistant positions for my male ex-classmates.
	Current & Future Plans: After my Masters I spent some time at Novartis, but I realized that the leading positions in the pharma industry, research-related or not, tend to be occupied by PhDs. Moreover, I am more interested by the scientic rather than the business side of things, and so I started a PhD in systems biology in ETHZ. When I finish, I plan to do a post-doc and then either join industry at higher-level R&D positions, or if I have good opportunities, become a professor.
	Cultural Experience Abroad: It was a great experience to see how people live and work in Singapore, and I have made good friends over there. My lab mates have made my stay smooth and pleasant and I actually never felt homesick. I learnt how to communicate with people from different cultures, which I think will be very important for my future. Since the end of my Masters I went back to Singapore once to see my friends and colleagues, and I am waiting for the next opportunity to fly there again. I could also travel in the region and see in a broader way how things are different from Europe.
	Support for Women: Once I get a good position, I plan to financially encourage through some organization (as the WISH foundation did for me) young women to spend some time abroad and see a bit of the scientific world. If I am in industry, I would work towards providing undergrads with the right information about what is needed and how to survive there, and possibly organize internships. 
	Rate Objectives: [4  ]
	Research: 
	Rate Quality Exp: [4  ]
	Obj: Off
	Obtain Funds: 
	Funds: Off
	Planned Objectives: Everything went fine, but one of my initial objectives was to get a paper out of my project. I realized that this is not automatic, and since we had an industrial collaboration it was even more complicated. 
	Rate Exp: [5  ]
	Cultural Experience: 
	Current Street Address: 
	Alternate Street Address: 
	Postal Code: 
	City: 
	Country: Switzerland
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	City 2: 
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